
Finding their Roots



Where it all began...

The comic book first 
arose in America in the 

mid-1930s. 

Why? 



Why comic books?

People  became more united & 
aware. 

They realized they faced huge economic 
depression at the time, many lost their 
jobs, and people everywhere, not just 

their town, were struggling. 



Why comic books?

We were also facing the threat of 
war in Europe. 



Why comic books?

And people were looking for 
entertainment that did not cost a 

lot. 
Comic books cost 10 cents or less, and 
allowed them to have an adventure and 

forget their own problems, over and 
over again. 



Forerunners of the American Comic Book: 
Pulp Fiction

Something new that 
was happening in 
America. There were 
characters, for 
example, coming out 
of the pulp magazines, 
like The Shadow. 



Pulp Fiction?

These magazines were called 
pulp fiction because of the 
paper they were printed on. 
They were unfinished pieces of 
paper and they had rough 
edges, and they were cheap 
meaning that even the poorest 
of people felt like they could 
afford them.



Crossover

Then The Shadow was also a comic book (and later 
novels) and a radio show, and he was in movies, too. 
This had never happened before, where you could watch 
a character, you could read about them, and you could 
hear stories about them on the radio! 
Does this sound like today?



Not just one

And the same thing 
happened to Flash 
Gordon and Tarzan 
and Superman. All 
of these things 
largely centered 
around heroes.  



Why heroes?

Humanity often seeks a hero who 
can solve all our problems, and 
these comic book heroes seemed 
to offer people that possibility. 
Does that still happen today? Why do we 
like superhero movies so much? Video 
games, comic books, etc. 



Police as Villains?

• Americans seemed to feel 
at the time that the police 
weren’t as effective as 
they should be, that 
maybe some of them were 
corrupt. 

• And so mob bosses, hit 
men and corrupt police 
officers became the main 
villains in stories. 



Crime Fighters 

It’s no surprise, then, that so 
many of the immediate 
ancestors to superheroes, like 
the Green Hornet, The Shadow 
("Who knows what evil lurks in 
the hearts of men?"), and Dick 
Tracy, found themselves 
battling these baddies in 
newspapers and on the radio.



Radio Hour
• Once upon a time, before the 

world-wide web; before 157 
channels; before 
Facebook...93% of 
all people listened to 
the radio each week. 
• Audiences waited eagerly for 

their favorite shows to come 
on each week & families would 
gather around the radio.

• listen to clips from an episode of The 
Shadow from Times Past Old Time Radio. 

http://otrarchive.blogspot.com/2011/05/shadow.html


The ‘theater of the mind’

How do you “see” the action? With 
imagination!
"The Theater of the Mind" was the 
perfect medium in which to present 
programs filled with blood and thunder, 
two-fisted action, and high adventure. 
After all, what would cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on a movie screen 
could be "seen" far better on the radio 
& made a lot cheaper!



…to be continued

Being a radio show (and to keep audiences 
listening) each segment would ramp up to 
precipice point …and then left you waiting 
until the next week even though you were ready 
to learn more at that exact moment as the 
show comes to a close. 



What’s UP ‘Doc’?

Doc Savage was 
one of the first 
and foremost 
of the great 

pulp 
superheroes. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doc_Savage&ei=ZEBnVZ7lNYnusAX-_YL4BA&bvm=bv.93990622,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNEwJwKPTcq1D-I0t_iSJJC0FrLVkQ&ust=1432916224016164
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doc_Savage&ei=ZEBnVZ7lNYnusAX-_YL4BA&bvm=bv.93990622,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNEwJwKPTcq1D-I0t_iSJJC0FrLVkQ&ust=1432916224016164


Powers of the Mind
Unlike the Shadow Clark Savage (or "Doc" to 
his friends) had no special powers. 
He was ‘just’ a physician, surgeon, scientist, 
adventurer, inventor, explorer, researcher, 
and musician; as well as having a 
photographic memory; and being a master of 
martial arts; a master of disguise; and a 
great imitator of voices, but was raised from 
birth by his father and other scientists to 
become one of the most perfect human beings 
in terms of strength, intelligence, and 
physical abilities.



A Super Man

Doc Savages’ 
most heavy 
influence was on 
two young kids 
from Cleveland, 
Ohio, Jerry Siegel 
and Joe Shuster, 
who would later 
create Superman.



A Man of Bronze

In 1933, Doc Savage was advertised in the pulps as, 
quote unquote, "Superman." He was known as the man 
of bronze. Superman became the ‘man of steel.’ Doc 
Savage's real name, Clark Savage. Superman's real 
name? Clark Kent. 

Doc Savage had a secret base, strange and wonderful 
headquarters hidden away in the frozen North. It was 
called the Fortress of Solitude. Sound familiar?

listen to a clip of the Doc Savage radio show from Radio 
Archives: The Adventures of Doc Savage over on the 
Retroist. 

Note: We will also have access to the complete audio files for The Adventures of Doc Savage, as well as The Adventures of Jungle Jim, Volume 1, and The Adventures of Philip Marlowe, Volume 
3 [Author Raymond Chandler’s hard-boiled gumshoe, Philip Marlowe was one of the most popular sleuths in the history of the crime fiction genre.]

http://www.retroist.com/2011/09/07/radio-archives-the-adventures-of-doc-savage-review-1985/


A Clearer Picture
• To give us a better idea how such recordings and radio shows took 

place, let’s watch a clip of the show Remember WENN (Created by 
Rupert Holmes--about a radio station (and the fun cast of characters 
who work there & do the shows) in the 1940s.) 

• Limited episodes are available online, like Season 1, Episode 1. The 
first three and half minutes give a brilliant example of how these 
shows (and commercials) were put on, the sounds were made, and 
just how versatile the actors had to be. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUSqSHBKIlk


In search of a hero!
As the thirties came to a close, a second 
world war got underway in Europe and Asia.

Our pulp heroes, they were trying their best 
to keep us entertained, but we needed 
something more. 

somebody faster than a speeding bullet, 
more powerful than a locomotive, able to 
leap tall buildings in a single bound.

Who might that be?



It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s a…Villain? 

What many fans don’t realize is that Superman hasn’t always been the 
Big, Blue Boy Scout they’ve come to know and love. In fact, in the very 
early stages of the character’s development, he wasn’t a hero at all, 
but a villain. 

A bald super-villain who, following a botched scientific experiment, 
uses his powers to try to take over the world using the power to read 
and control people’s minds. The comic was called "The Reign of the 
Super-man".





Changing His Story

• Siegel, however, had second thoughts about Superman as a villain and 
reimagined him as a hero—some speculate that the inspiration for the change 
was the murder of his father at the hands of a robber. 

• Siegel turned to the stories of Hercules and Samson as well as his own 
status as an immigrant outsider to come up with the idea of a child from 
another planet whose parents save him from their dying planet Krypton. 

• The revised character had enough strength to lift a car and the ability to jump 
great distances, exactly one-eighth of a mile. Superman was born. Wait! He 
couldn’t fly? 



For Sale...Sold!

The character was published as the first edition of a new series, 
Action Comics. With little knowledge of copyright law and absolutely 
no concept of how iconic (and profitable) Superman would become, 
Siegel and Shuster agreed to the standard work-for-hire 
arrangement, under which they sold the exclusive rights to Superman 
for $10 a page, total of $130. 

No, that wasn't a typo. Superman, the most famous of all 
Superheroes, a billion dollar franchise spanning comics, radio, 
television, movies, and video games, was acquired for $130!


